SONOMA COUNTY SUPERVISORIAL
CANDIDATE QUESTIONNAIRE for April 2008

Please fill out the following questionnaire and return to the Santa Rosa Chamber no later than 5
pm on Thursday, April 17", Please limit your responses to no more than 200 words per
question.

The responses to this questionnaire will be posted on the Chamber website
(www.santarosachamber.com) after the April 23 Good Morning Santa Rosa event.

1. For nearly a decade Sonoma County has lagged other California communities in economic and
income growth. Yet the current and draft 2020 Sonoma County General Plan, unlike many
other counties including Napa, does not have an economic development section to address job
creation and future location of businesses. Should such an element be included in the plan?

There are currently nine counties (according to OPR} with Economic Elements in their
General Plans. Other counties are considering adding them, although most Economic
Elements are found in the General Plans of cities, as opposed to counties. There are none
in the North Bay aside from Marin (Napa is updating their General Plan now).

In addition to job creation, additional issues for an Economic Element include:

- financing and timing of infrastructure development, as well as public/private
partnerships, where appropriate to accelerate some improvements,

- assessing the economic impacts (positive and negative) of major new projects.
Historically the State Chamber of Commerce has tried to fold this into the CEQA
process, but at a local level this can be addressed through General Plan policy and
implementing ordinances,

- maintaining diversity of County businesses and premoting locally owned businesses,
notably in the area of agriculture and agricultural support services, as well as tourism,

- supporting continued growth in home-based businesses, for the resulting economic,
environmental, and social benefits,

- confinuing to promote coordinated development of a sustainable fourism
economy, benefiting all areas of the County to the extent possible.
Do you believe in the following statement? Why?

There needs to be a balance between enhancing a community's economy and protecting the
environment. You can enhance both without being detrimental to either






